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TAGS: PFOR, ET, US 

SUB J : US-ETHIOPIAN RELATIONS FOLLOWING EVENTS BEGINNING IAN 29, 1977 
REF: A) STATE 32344, B) ADDIS ABABA 741, C) ADDIS ABABA 816 

1 . REFTEL (A) RECEIVED JUST PRIOR TO MEETING ARRANGED AT MY REQUEST 
WITH BERHANE DERESSA, ACTING DIRECTOR, AMERICAN AFFAIRS DIVISION, 
MOFA, MORNING FEB 12. THEREFORE OTHER THAN TO CALL HIS ATTENTION 
TO MENGISTU STATEMENT OF FEB 4 AND TO EXPRESS PERSONAL OPINION 
THAT WASHINGTON WAS LIKELY TO BE MOST DISTURBED OVER THIS 
DEVELOPMENT, I DID NOT ATTEMPT TO PERSURE MATTER AT THIS MEETING. 

I DID, HOWEVER, REMIND BERHANE THAT I HAD AN OUTSTANDING INSTRUCT- 
ION ON GODLEY MATTER AND WOULD APPRECIATE AN EARLY APPOINTMENT 
WITH FONMIN KIFLE TO DISCUSS IT. I WILL INDICATE TO BERHANE ON 
MONDAY (FEB 14) THAT I WILL ALSO WANT TO TAKE UP REFTEL (A) WITH 
KIFLE AT SAME TIME. 

2. PROBLEM, HOWEVER, IS THAT KIFLE HAS STILL NOT RETURNED TO 
ADDIS (REFTEL C). BERHANE TOLD POLCOUNS AND MYSELF HE EXPECTED 
BACK THIS WEEKEND, BUT IT OBVIOUS TO US THAT MATTER MUST HAVE 
BEEN ON BERHANE'S MIND SINCE BERHANE APPEARED PRE-OCCUPIED 
THROUGHOUT MEETING. HE ACCEPTED SUBSTANCE OF STATE 28002 ALMOST 
WITHOUT ANY REACTION AT ALL. WE THEREFORE SUSPECT HE HAS HAD A 
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DIFFICULT WEEK AND MAY WELL FEAR THAT IF KIFLE DOES NOT RETURN, 

HE MAY BE IN FOR REAL TROUBLE. HE MAY ALSO HAVE PERSONAL REASONS 
FOR CONCERN. 

3. OUR OVERALL IMPRESSION IS THAT IF KIFLE DOES NOT RETURN, AND 
IF BERHANE'S PRE-OCCUPATION IS WIDESPREAD THROUGHOUT MOFA, 
TRANSACTION OF SUBSTANTIVE BUSINESS MAY WELL BE SLOWER THAN USUAL 
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WITH KEY OFFICERS BEING HARD TO REACH OR UNWITTING TO TAKE ACTION 
IN PERIOD OF UNCERTAINTY. SOME MAY EVEN BECOME PERMANENTLY 
UNAVAILABLE. WE WILL KEEP DEPT INFORMED. 

TIENKEN 
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